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SUBJECT: PUBLIC REACTION ON U.S. MILITARY PRESENCE IN 
THAILAND 

REF: BANGKOK 14227 

SUMMARY: PUBLIC REACTION TO DISCUSSIONS CONCERNING 
RETENTION OF SOME U.S. FACILITIES IN THAILAND HAS BEEN 
MIXED. SOME SUPPORT COMES FROM MILITARY, CERTAIN PRESSURE 
GROUPS, AND SOME NEWSPAPERS. MOST PUBLIC FIGURES. OFFICIALS, 
AND NEWSPAPERS WHO COMMENT ON THE ISSUE ARE UNFRIENDLY OR 
AMBIGUOUS. END SUMMARY. 

1 . PUBLISHED PUBLIC REACTION TO THE POSSIBILITY OF 
CONTINUING SOME OF THE MILITARY ACTIVITIES ORDERED 
TERMINATED BY THE FORMER THAI GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN MIXED, 
AS MIGHT BE EXPECTED. WHILE THERE HAS BEEN SOME PUBLIC 
SUPPORT FROM THE MILITARY AND THE POLITICAL RIGHT, THE 
GENERAL REACTION HAS BEEN EITHER AMBIGUOUS OR NEGATIVE TO 
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THE IDEA. PUBLIC STATEMENTS BY THAI OFFICIALS HAVE 
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GENERALLY BEEN UNHELPFUL AND ONLY ADDED TO THE CONFUSION. 

2. ON MAY 18, AT AN MFA RECEPTION FOR THE DIPLOMATIC 
CORPS, THAI SUPREME COMMAND CHIEF OF STAFF GEN. CHAROEN 
PHTN GPHANIT SAID THAT THAILAND WILL NEED SOME U.S. 

TECHNICIANS AFTER THE PULLTUT DEADLINE OF JULY 20 TO HELP 
TRAIN THAIS IN THE USE OF EQUIPMENT AT THE KHO KHA AND 

AMASUN FACILITIES. CHAROEN STATED THAT THE FACILITIES WOULD 
BE OF USE TO THAILAND. ON MAY 17, A RALLY WAS HELD IN FRONT 
OF THE MFA IN SUPPORT OF THE CONTINUED OPERATION OF THE TWO 
STATIONS BY U.S. PERSONNEL. OTHER FRIENDLY, OR AT LEAST 
NEUTRAL, COMMENTS APPEARED IN SOME NEWSPAPERS, INCLUDING 
THE MAY 19 BANGKOK POST (PRESS SUMMARY IN SEPTEL). 

3. IN GENERAL, HOWEVER, PUBLIC FIGURES, SPOKESMEN FOR 
VARIOUS PRESSURE GROUPS, AND NEWSPAPER EDITORIAL WRITERS 
HAVE BEEN RESERVED ABOUT REOPENING OF DISCUSSIONS OVER A 
U.S. PRESENCE. LEAKS TO THE PRESS BY A ' HIGH OFFICIAL" 

IN THE MFA HAVE DISTORTED THE WORDING OF THE EMBASSY'S 
AIDE MEMOIRE SENT TO FOREIGN MINISTER PHICHAI, AND TRIED TO 
PUT IT IN AN UNFAVORABLE LIGHT. 

4. FORMER PRIME MINISTER KHUKRIT PRAMOT, IN AN INTERVIEW 
PUBLISHED IN THE MAY 19 NATION, SAID THAT THOSE WHO 
OPPOSE THE U.S. WITHDRAWAL ARE SHORT SIGHTED (SEE PRESS 
SUMMARY MENTIONED ABOVE). KHUKRIT’S NEWSPAPER SIAM RATH 
ATTACKED THE NEW DISCUSSIONS IN A RATHER NASTY EDITORIAL ON 
MAY 19. BLAMING AMBASSADOR WHITEHOUSE FOR THE FAILURE OF 
THE PREVIOUS NEGOTIATIONS AND FOR A CONSEQUENT DETERIORATION 
IN THAI-U.S. RELATIONS, IT SUGGESTED THAT WASHINGTON SEND 

A LESS "EMOTIONAL" ENVOY TO REPLACE HIM. 

5. A DELEGATION FROM THE NATIONAL STUDENT CENTER OF 
THAILAND (NSCT) LED BY SECRETARY GENERAL KRIANGKAMON 
LAOHAPHAIROT MET WITH FOREIGN MINISTER PHICHAI RATTAKUN 
ON MAY 17 TO PRESSURE THE GOVERNMENT ON THE ISSUE. 

ACCORDING TO THE MAY 18 BANGKOK POST, KRIANGKAMON CALLED 
THE U.S. "WILY AND TRICKY", AND SAID THAT HE MET WITH 
PHICHAI BECAUSE HE FEARED THAT PHICHAI WOULD FALL INTO 
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A U.S. TRAP. PHICHAI RECEIVED THE STUDENTS IN A FRIENDLY 
MANNER, BUT WAS NONCOMMITTAL IN HIS REPLIES, TO THEIR 
QUESTIONS. 

6. PHICHAI’S POSITION IS UNCLEAR FROM HIS PUBLIC 
STATEMENTS, BUT SOME OF THOSE PUBLISHED IN THAI NEWSPAPERS 
LEAVE THE IMPRESSION THAT HE HIMSELF IS NOT IN FAVOR OF 

A CONTINUED U.S. PRESENCE OF ANY KIND, ALTHOUGH HE SEEMS 
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TO WAVER ON THE SUBJECT OF U.S. "TECHNICIANS" REMAINING 
BEHIND TO HELP TRAIN THAIS TO OPERATE U.S. EQUIPMENT. THE 
THAI PRESS HAS QUOTED PHICHAI AS HAVING REITERATED THAT 
THE RTG WILL STICK TO THE "SEVEN POINTS", THAT THE WITH- 
DRAWAL WILL CONTINUE AS SCHEDULED, AND THAT THE RTG WILL 
NOT ALLOW THE U.S. TO USE U-TAPAO AIRBASE IN THE FUTURE. 

7. AT THIS POINT IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO JUDGE PRIVATE 
OPINIONS FROM PUBLISHED PUBLIC STATEMENTS OF RTG FIGURES 
LIKE PHICHAI. SUCH STATEMENTS, HOWEVER, AS WELL AS LEAKS TO 
THE PRESS BY SENIOR OFFICIALS CLEARLY OPPOSED TO REOPENING 
DISCUSSION OF A U.S. PRESENCE, CONTRIBUTE TO AN ATMOSPHERE 
IN WHICH THE FACTS AND THE REAL ISSUES ARE STARTING TO 
BECOME CLOUDY. 

WHITEHOUSE 
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